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Wayne Hope is a Professor in the School of 
Communication Studies at the Auckland 
University of Technology, New Zealand. His 
specific areas of research include: New 
Zealand media history and public sphere 
analysis, the political economy of 
communication, sport-media relationships 
and globalisation and time. He is the 
author of Time, Communication and Global 
Capitalism (Palgrave, 2016), and his 
research has also been published in a range 
of journals including Media, Culture & 
Society, the International Journal of 
Communication and Time & Society. He is 
founding co-editor of the online journal 
Political Economy of Communication. 
Wayne has appeared regularly as a media 
commentator on New Zealand television 
and radio when not writing pieces against 
neoliberalism in The Daily Blog.

WAYNE HOPE Time, Capitalism & Global Warming

The switch from organic surface energy to an 
underground fossil energy has intertwined the 
time of the earth with the time of human history. 
Understanding the capitalist relations of power 
involved here requires that we rethink industrial 
capitalism in the historical context of a world 
system built upon unequal socio-ecological 
exchange between core and periphery. In this talk, 
I advance the following overlapping arguments: 1) 
global capitalism has intensified the 
anthropogenic feedback loops associated with 
climate change and universalised organisational 
frameworks of profit extraction and socio-
ecological destruction; 2) the growing costs of 
monetizing energy, raw materials, food and labour 
means that global capitalism cannot continue 
without destroying the wellsprings of its 
existence; and 3) global-technological mediations
of commodity fetishism obscure the plutonomy ofof commodity fetishism obscure the plutonomy of global capitalism and the ‘slow 
violence’ of socio-ecological destruction. I advance a critique of these by giving 
ecological resonance to four epistemes of time: epochality, time reckoning, 
temporality and coevalness. From this epistemological framework, one can identify 
preconditions for the advancement of eco-socialist activism on a global scale.


