
Proposal / Documentation for an MLIS Course 
in the Faculty of Information and Media Studies

When documenting an existing MLIS course or proposing a new MLIS course, please include the following items and use the format outlined below.  A sample submission follows.

Course Title  
YOUR NAME 
DATE submitted  (Month, Year)
BRIEF RATIONALE WHY THE COURSE SHOULD BE INTRODUCED

how does the course relate to established MLIS courses?

For a list of established MLIS courses, see http://www.fims.uwo.ca/mlis/courses/ 
Inclusion in which Area(s) of Concentration?

For a list of MLIS Areas of Concentration, see http://www.fims.uwo.ca/mlis/structure/aoc.htm 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT INTEREST AND ENROLMENT

SHOULD THE COURSE BE A DESIGNATED TECHNOLOGY COURSE?

Note: A Designated Technology course is a course that has a significant component devoted directly to the design, development, implementation, support, management, use or evaluation of computer-based information systems (software and/or hardware) to develop students' applied understanding of technology, typically through hands-on experiences.  Technology courses are indicated on the MLIS Web site by the symbol [T].  See http://www.fims.uwo.ca/mlis/courses/Required-Courses.htm for details. 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MLIS PROGRAM

Please provide a numbered list indicating how the course relates to the goals and objectives of the MLIS program (see http://www.fims.uwo.ca/mlis/aboutus/goals-and-objectives.htm). The list should begin similarly to "Students who complete this course will be able to" and must make specific reference to particular goals and objectives (these should be indicated in brackets following the statement).  
Students who complete this course will be able to:

1.                   (from Goal X, Obj. Y)  
etc.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Please provide a course description of no more than 50 words.
PREREQUISITE / CO-REQUISITE

Please list any suggested prerequisite or co-requisite courses, if applicable.  For designated technology courses, please list any required technical knowledge. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Please provide a numbered list of course objectives.  
SAMPLE CONTENT

Please provide a list of sample topics (not a detailed course outline!) covering a 13-week course.  
proposed methods of evaluation & Assignments
Please provide a brief description of the proposed methods of evaluation and assignments, and their weighting.
Sample readings
Please provide a brief list of sample readings (no more than 3 or 4).  
Anticipated LAB / Hardware / Software Requirements

If your class requires a lab or hardware or software not typically found in a general use classroom, please indicate below. To view the software installed on classroom computers, please visit the Classroom Management Group Web site at http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/cmg/faq_computer.php. 

Sample MLIS Course Proposal
Digital Libraries

Instructor B. Smith, submitted November 2009
BRIEF RATIONALE WHY THE COURSE SHOULD BE INTRODUCED

The creation, organization and maintenance of digital libraries on diverse topics are significant professional activities for which our students must be prepared.

HOW DOES THE COURSE RELATE TO ESTABLISHED MLIS COURSES?

This course builds upon knowledge gained in core courses such as Organization of Information and Reference Sources and Services, and relates closely to other elective courses such as Collections Development, Managing Internet Information Services, Web Design and Subject Analysis and Thesaurus Construction.
INCLUSION IN WHICH AREAS OF CONCENTRATION?

Health/Medical Information

Archives/Records Management

Developing Collections

Information Organization/Design

Information Technology Management

YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT INTEREST AND ENROLMENT  
I anticipate that this course will easily fill two sections per year and that a great many students will feel that this is a must-have course. 
SHOULD THE COURSE BE A DESIGNATED TECHNOLOGY COURSE?     Yes
RELATIONSHIP TO THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MLIS PROGRAM

Students who complete this course will be able to: 

1. identify, select, acquire, organize, describe and provide access to digital information (from Goal 2, Obj. 1g); 

2. identify the needs of particular groups and develop digital collections and services to meet these needs (from Goal 2, Obj. 1h); 

3. employ appropriate technologies in digital library applications (from Goal 2, Obj. 1i). 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Principles of design for digital libraries based on published research findings, including user interface design. Critical evaluation of current implementations. Technical components, tools and skills for developing digital libraries.  Matching user needs to available technologies.

PREREQUISITE: Knowledge of Basic HTML Coding.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To analyse the research literature on digital libraries, including user interface design.

2. To critically evaluate current digital library practices and implementations. 

3. To learn the technical components, tools and skills for developing a digital library, such as document and media formats, user interface evaluation criteria, authoring tools, indexing, retrieval tools and usability testing.

SAMPLE CONTENT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

1. Overview of digital libraries

2. Information architecture and digital libraries. 

3. Indexing and classification for digital libraries

4. Design process for digital libraries 

5. Media formats and software for processing media 

6. User interface design and evaluation

7. Usability testing 

8. Authoring standards 

9. Electronic publishing technologies 

10. Content Management Systems

11. Databases and content 

12. Evaluation criteria for digital libraries
13. Server and networking technologies
PROPOSED METHODS OF EVALUATION & ASSIGNMENTS
One short paper (15%)
Web page and scanning assignment (15%)

Greenstone project (15%)

Group proposal (5%)

Group digital library (40%)

Participation (10%)
SAMPLE READINGS

Arms, William. (2000). Digital Libraries. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Chowdhury, Gobinda G. and Sudatta Chowdhury. (2003). Introduction to Digital Libraries.  London: Facet.
Anticipated LAB / Hardware / Software Requirements

Greenstone digital library software, an open source program. FIMS IT installs it on computers in the GRC, UWO ITS installs it in the GU lab used to teach the course. Students download and install on their Macs, Linux and Windows laptops.
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